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SUBJECT: A GRAND COALITION: MUCH TALK BUT LITTLE 
SUBSTANCE 

REF: BONN 17773 

SUMMARY: LEADING SPD, CDU AND FDP POLITICIANS, IN- 
CLUDING SCHMIDT, BIEDENKOPF, KOHL, BARZEL AND BANGEMANN, 
CONTINUE TO REJECT THE IDEA OF A GRAND COALITION. 

WEHNER AND STRAUSS HAVE MADE NO FURTHER PUBLIC COMMENTS 
ON THE SUBJECT. END SUMMARY 

1. THE POSSIBILITY OF A GRAND COALITION CONTINUES TO BE 
A FAVORITE QUESTION POSED BY POLITICAL JOURNALISTS, WHO 
HAVE THUS MANAGED TO KEEP THE ISSUE ALIVE IN THE MEDIA. 

SO FAR, HOWEVER, THE REACTIONS OF LEADING POLITICIANS 
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2. CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT, WHEN ASKED IN A TELEVISION 
INTERVIEW ON NOVEMBER 18 TO INDICATE HOW GREAT THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A GRAND COALITION IS, REPLIED "ZERO POINT 
ZERO ZERO ZERO PERCENT." BIEDENKOPF'S REACTION HAS BEEN 
EQUALLY CLEAR. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH 'DIE ZEIT" PUBLISHED 
NOVEMBER 15, HE DECLARED THAT "THERE WILL NOT BE A GRAND 
COALITION. A GRAND COALITION CANNOT SOLVE ANYTHING - 
EVEN IN DIFFICULT TIMES. MOREOVER, AN ELIMINATION OF 

THE OPPOSITION AS A POLITICAL ALTERNATIVE STRENGTHENS 
THE TENDENCY OF THE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY IN TIMES OF 
CRISES, TO SEEK THE OPPOSITION IN THE STREETS." 

HELMUT KOHL, ALREADY ON RECORD IN OPPOSITION TO THE 
IDEA, TOLD"WELT AM SONNTAG" NOVEMBER 17 THAT WEHNER'S 
PURPOSE IN TALKING ABOUT A GRAND COALITION WAS "TO 
DISCIPLINE THE FDP, KEEP THE SPD LEFT IN LINE AND MAKE 
THE CDU/CSU UNCERTAIN." HE EMPHASIZED THAT A GRAND 
COALITION IS NOT A SUBJECT OF DISCUSSION FOR THE CDU AND 
THAT ALTHOUGH THE ECONOMIC SITUATION IS DIFFICULT, A 
NATIONAL EMERGENCY IS NOT IN SIGHT. BARZEL WAS QUOTED 
IN "SPIEGEL" AS STATING HE CONSIDERS A GRAND COALITION 
NEITHER POSSIBLE NOR NECESSARY AT THE MOMENT OR IN THE 
FUTURE. FDP SECRETARY GENERAL BANGEMANN HAS SAID THAT 
"A GRAND COALITION IS NOT A POLITICAL POSSIBILITY 
CONCERNING WHICH WE MUST TAKE A POSITION." 

3. BARZEL HAS ALSO TOLD US THAT HE OPPOSES THE IDEA OF 
A GRAND COALITION AND SEES NO POSSIBILITIES FOR IT AT 
THE PRESENT TIME. HE COMMENTED THAT SUCH A COALITION 
WOULD BE POSSIBLE ONLY IF THERE WERE A HEIGHTENED SENSE 
OF CRISIS, AND THAT THERE IS NOT A CRISIS ATMOSPHERE NOW 
EXCEPT THAT WHICH THE PRESS IS TRYING TO GENERATE. HE 
NOTED ALSO THAT A GRAND COALITION WOULD PRESUPPOSE A 
WILLINGNESS (WHICH DOES NOT EXIST NOW) ON THE PART OF 
THE GEMEINDE, LAENDER AND BUND TO MAKE A COORDINATED 
EFFORT TO SOLVE THE FRG’S FINANCIAL PROBLEMS. 
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